Formation of hydrogen peroxide in normal and copper-treated rat endometrium.
An intrauterine copper device stimulated endogenous hydrogen peroxide formation in whole homogenates and in the mitochondrial and microsomal (but not the nuclear) fractions of rat endometrial tissues. Uric acid also accumulated in the endometrium of copper-treated rats, but not in those fitted with a nylon device or sham operated. It is suggested that the contraceptive effect of copper may be related to these events.